
Whey-ah-Wichen
Canoe Festival 

J u l y  4 - 6 ,  2 0 2 5

T S L E I L - W A U T U T H  N A T I O N

Whey-ah-Wichen (Cates Park)

 “WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN HERE, AND WE WILL ALWAYS BE HERE. OUR PEOPLE ARE HERE TO CARE FOR OUR LAND AND WATER.”

FESTIVAL PROGRAM 



Welcome to the 2025 Whey-ah-Wichen Canoe Festival 
 
As 'People of the Inlet', səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh Nation) holds this Festival in high
regard. Canoe pulling is a long-standing tradition and celebration of our
connection to the waters within our territory and represents who we are as a
people. The canoe embodies discipline, respect, teamwork and unity; it also
honours the trade and diplomatic relations we have long held with neighbouring
Indigenous communities.

We raise our hands in gratitude to the paddlers and their families who have
travelled near and far along the west coast of BC, Washington State, the Lower
Mainland, Fraser Valley, and Vancouver Island to participate in our Festival, held at
our traditional village site, Whey-ah-Wichen. You honour us, as well as our
Ancestors, with your presence.

Our community looks forward to hosting this festival every year as it provides us
the opportunity to share our culture with North Shore residents and all who join us
to cheer on the Canoe Pullers. 

On behalf of Tsleil-Waututh Nation Chief & Council, we raise our hands and give
thanks to the District of North Vancouver and event sponsors for supporting our
festival. We would also like to acknowledge the TWN Canoe Festival Organizing
Committee, staff, and community members who work so diligently to make this
event a success.

We wish you all a safe and wonderful weekend
here at Whey-ah-Wichen!

hay ce:p q̓ə, thank you all,

Chief Justin Sky George
Tsleil-Waututh Nation
tə səlilwətaɬ xʷəlməxʷ

T s l e i l - W a u t u t h  N a t i o n

JULY 2025

PEOPLE OF THE INLET



The Tsleil-Waututh Nation welcomes you and your Canoe Clubs
to our village of Whey-ah-Wichen for the 2025 Canoe Festival!

We are the People of the Inlet and continue to uphold our inherent responsibility to uphold the
laws and stewardship of our lands and waters. To reduce the use of plastic water bottles, we are
preparing to gift each Canoe Puller with a water bottle and will have water filling stations.

In addition to a weekend full of canoe races, there will be Kids Activities through out the day on
Saturday and Sunday alongside the Kids Fun Tent open from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Canoe Race Rules
Buckskins – January 1st Rule  

Age of Buckskin (Youth) on January 1st, applies for the year of racing 
No Paddle fighting, hitting, clubbing, spearing, etc. 
No hooking or holding canoes or turn buoys.
Must complete all turns, counterclockwise to qualify.
Canoes must start between the starter markers, complete full course, finishing between the
finish line markers to qualify.
Protests must be brought to the MC Stand by Skippers within 10 minutes of completing race
to allow time to deliberate prior to next scheduled race.
Judges Decisions Final.

Please Note: Our Nation has negotiated a PARK PERMIT agreement with the Parks
Board and District of North Vancouver. There will be Park Rangers present and we must
abide by a few key Park Rules:

RV PARKING in Designated Area Only
Park Use Permit in effect from Friday, July 4 to Sunday, July 6 (sorry, no early birds) 
No Smoking/Vaping by-law
No Beach Fires
No Drugs & Alcohol 

ZERO Tolerance Policy is in place. If any incidents occur, you will be asked to leave.



B O A T  J U D G E S   
C h a d l e y  P a u l  
J a c o b  W e n m a n      

L A N D  J U D G E S
A l e x a n d e r  P a u l ,  M i k e  G e o r g e

Emcees
N i c k  K o f i
P h i l l  P o i n t

F r i d a y :  4 : 0 0  P M
S a t u r d a y :  1 1 : 0 0  A M
S u n d a y :  9 : 3 0  A M

C A P T A I N S ’  M E E T I N G

We are səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh Nation), "The People of the Inlet". We have
inhabited the lands and waters of our traditional territory surrounding səlilwət
(Burrard Inlet) since time immemorial. 

Many generations of men, women and children have lived and thrived in this area,
and we have a sacred trust, a commitment, to care for our lands and waters.

Our vision is to strengthen the face of our Nation on our
traditional territory and to be active participants in all social,
economic, cultural, and political activities that take place on
our lands by building strong relationships based on trust and
mutual respect. 



Captain’s Meeting 11am
Races Start 11:30am

SINGLES
Men
Klootchmen

DOUBLES
Men
Klootchmen 
Masters 50+ Mixed

6 PADDLES 
7U
10U
Jr. Buckskins - 13U
Generations Race

        Golden 60+, Master 50+, 40+, 
        Teen, 10U, Active Skipper

Buckskins 
         16U Mixed 

Women  
         Any Skipper

Men
Masters 50+

11 PADDLES
10U 
Jr. Buckskins - 13U
Buckskins - 16U 
Klootchmen
Men 

Saturday, July 5, 2025

Marathon Singles 7:30am
Captain’s Meeting 9:30am
Races Start 10am

MARATHON SINGLE 
Men
Klootchmen 

SINGLES 
Masters 50+ 

         Race Together, Separate Prize 

Golden Masters 60+ 
         Race Together, Separate Prize 

11 PADDLES 
10U 
Jr. Buckskins - 13 U
Buckskins - 16U
Klootchmen 
Men 

6 PADDLES
Women

         Any Skipper
Men 

DOUBLES 
Klootchmen
Men 
Mixed 
Masters 50+ 

         Race Together, Separate Prize 
 

Sunday, July 6, 2025

R A C E  S C H E D U L E Whey-ah-Wichen Canoe Festival 

Friday, July 4, 2025
Captain’s Meeting 4pm
Races Start 4:30pm

SINGLES
• 19U Boys & Girls 
• 16U Boys & Girls 
• 13U Boys & Girls  
• 10U Open

DOUBLES
Buck-Fifty Race 

        19U Buck w/ 10U
13U Mixed 
16U Mixed
19U Mixed

6 PADDLES
7U Open
10U Open
13U Mixed
16U Mixed
19U Mixed

Po p  by  fo r  a  h ot
b eve ra g e !







Ticket Prices
1 ticket for $2 
3 Tickets for $5 
10 Tickets for $10
Wingspan for $25

Last year‘s
50/50

jackpot was
$1800!

... and more prizes!

R A F F L E  P R I Z E S  +  5 0 / 5 0

BACKPACK ATOM HOODY

WINNER CHOOSES
Men’s or
Women’s
Size
Colour

3-MONTH
MEMBERSHIP 

Quick Start Personal Training 

M a n t i s  3 0 ’s  i n  B l a c k
S a p p h i r e

Va l u e :  $ 1 9 0

Va l u e :  $ 3 6 0

Va l u e :  $ 9 0 0 Va l u e :  $ 5 0  e a c h

LIME BIKE PACKAGES
3 x 100 Minutes and Helmet



hay ce:p q̓ə 
Our hands are raised to following Sponsors for their

support of the WAW Canoe Festival:

Chemtrade, City of Burnaby, 
Fortis BC, & Parkland Refinery

BC Hydro, City of North Vancouver, Royal
Vancouver Yacht Club, Seaspan, and the

Vancouver Fraser Port Authority 

Third Eye Pro, BC Maritime Employers Association,
District of West Vancouver, GardaWorld Security,

Global Container Terminals, Metro Vancouver,
Polygon Homes Ltd., Professional Mechanical,

Reciprocity Trusts, UA Local 170

Anytime Fitness North Vancouver, Black Diamond, City of
Port Moody, MONOVA: Museum of North Vancouver



Gold Level Sponsorship

O U R  S P O N S O R S



Gold Level Sponsorship, continued

O U R  S P O N S O R S

Silver Level Sponsorship



Silver Level Sponsorship, continued

O U R  S P O N S O R S



Bronze Level Sponsorship

O U R  S P O N S O R S



Friends of WAW Sponsorship

O U R  S P O N S O R S

S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U  T O

Count less  Vo lunteers
TWN Chief  &  Coun c i l

Organiz in g  Committee  an d Staf f

With out  your  t im e an d dedicat ion ,  th is  would  
n ot  be  poss ib le !

C r e d i t :  “ H a n d s  R a i s e d ”  i c o n  b y  
T s l e i l - Wa u t u t h  A r t i s t  J o r d a n  G a l l i e



O U R  C H I L D R E N ,  O U R  F U T U R E

Photos by Jeff Sisson, 
Tsleil-Waututh Member



h a y  c e : p  q̓ ə
T h a n k  y o u  a l l

We h ope  you  en joy  th e  Can oe  Ra ces !

~  We are  res i l ient  l ike  the  in let .  We ebb and we f low,  an d
we r ise ,  l ike  th e  t ide .  ~


