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SFU ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
TEAM
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BIODIVERSITY LOSS 
– THE SIXTH MASS 
EXTINCTION
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“We are eroding the very foundations of our economies, 
livelihoods, food security, health and quality of life 
worldwide.”

-IPBES Chair, Robert Watson

“Better collaboration and integration of water resource 
management and landscape planning across scales”
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LACK OF 
CONNECTIVITY 
PLANNING FOR 
URBAN AND 
DEVELOPED 
AREAS
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Source: Krosby, M. et al. The Washington-British Columbia 
Transboundary Climate-Connectivity Project. Na (2016).
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Metro Vancouver. (2015). 
Connecting the Dots: 
Regional Green 
Infrastructure Network 
Resource Guide.



GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE & BIODIVERSITY IN 
METRO VANCOUVER
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SOCIAL INNOVATION 
APPROACH

“Any initiative, product, process, program or design that challenges and, over time, 
changes, the defining routines, resource and authority flows or beliefs of the broader 
system in which it is introduced.”
–Dr. Frances Westley, Waterloo Institute of Social Innovation and Resilience
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The Night King is 

here!

Winter is Coming

Get the wildlings, 

Hodor!

The undead 

army rises



Macro Landscape Org Game of 
Thrones

Meso Forest Team The 
Starks

Micro Tree Self
Your 
favourite 
Stark



INVESTIG
ATE 
MORE 
THAN 
JUST THE 
TIP OF 
THE 
ICEBERG



METRO VANCOUVER 2050: A MECCA 
OF BIODIVERSITY-LED GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE
▪50 Environment Staff, Planners, 
First Nations, Stewardship 
Groups
▪What would it look like, how 
would it feel?
▪How did we get there – 
transforming policy, institutions, 
law, society, culture, economy
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HOW DOES IT LOOK AND FEEL?
“Nature isn’t something you get out into on 
weekends, you experience it every day in the 
city”
▪Less Cars = roads converted to green corridors
▪ 50% of water is captured / treated / reused on 
site
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► Green infrastructure key part 
of MV economy



HOW WE GOT THERE?
Regionalize green infrastructure

Integrate disciplines, institutions, teams, and organizations

Shifts in legal landscape

Financial Mechanisms

Changes to development

Transformations in society, culture, community and education
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A REGIONAL APPROACH TO 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
▪A Regional Planning Process
▪Enable strategic prioritization and 
collective advantages
▪Information sharing and collaboration
▪Bigger features = bigger wins (eg. Tree vs 
Forest)
▪Align provincial and federal supports and 
regulation to meet municipal needs
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FOCUS GROUP: CREATING 
INTERDISCIPLINARY GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE
▪Shift structure and make-up of organizations / 
teams
▪Involve disciplines throughout process from 
design to completion
▪Start with needs-based objectives co-created 
across disciplines (not grey or green)
▪Encourage professional development in 
collaboration
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NEXT STEPS

▪Advocate for a Regional Green Infrastructure Planning 
Process in the Regional Growth Strategy Update
▪Convene / support a regional green infrastructure community 
of practice
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PROJECT ADVISORS AND 
FUNDERS

Advisors 20Funders



QUESTIONS/LINKS

Interested in being part of a community of practice? 
Email adapt@sfu.ca

Read our November workshop report:
Metro Vancouver 2050: A mecca of biodiversity-led Green Infrastructure Workshop 
Report

21Funders
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